John 1:1-13 - In the Beginning

John’s stated purpose for writing the Gospel of John is “that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”. But the Gospel of John has much to offer those
who have already believed in Christ. John was in the group of three who were closest
to Jesus during his ministry. When | read the Gospel of John, John invites me to have
a front row seat to see and listen to Jesus. Note that when | say “John”, it is short for
“John moved and inspired by the Holy Spirit”. On multiple occasions John pointed out
that he and the other disciples did not understand what they witnessed until after
Christ was resurrected and they were filled with the Spirit of God.

Read Genesis 1:1-5. Read John 1:1-5. What are the first 5 words of the Bible? What
are the first 6 words of the Gospel of John? What similarities do you see between the two passages?

What do we learn about God from Genesis 1:1? What has God done that makes him distinct? What do we learn about
the Word from John 1:1-3? What has the Word done that makes him distinct? Who is the Word?

What key words are found in John 1:1-5 that are also found in Genesis 1:1-5, 2:7? The significance of these words will be
explained later in the book as well as illustrated by miracles that Jesus performed. The fact that Jesus was the light of the
world is proclaimed in John 8:12 and demonstrated in chapter 9 when Jesus gave sight to the man born blind. The fact
that Jesus is the resurrection and the life is proclaimed in John 11:25 and demonstrated later in the chapter when he
raised Lazarus from the dead.

Read John 1:6-8. John takes us from before creation to John the Baptist in just 6 verses. What was the purpose of John
the Baptist? What is “the Light” which is referred to in verses 7 and 8? Is this the light of Isaiah 9:1-2, the light / lamp of
1 Kings 11:36 or some other light?

Read John 1:9-13. Jesus came to the world he created and that same world did not recognize or receive him. What are
some other passages in the Bible that talk about the creation not recognizing the Creator? How does someone become a
child of God?



In Depth - The Word was God

Have you ever run across a Jehovah Witness who said that John 1:1c should be translated “the Word was a god” because
there is no definite article in the original Greek? You may have heard the saying “Beware of Greeks bearing gifts”. Well,
beware of strangers quoting Greek! Often they are just parroting something that they heard someone else say. You may
be surprised to know that the definite article does NOT appear in John 1:1c before “God”. Is it time to panic? Should the
translation really be “the Word was a god”? The simple answer is, NO WAY!!! If context was removed, “a god” or “God”
would both be proper translations of the Greek. So ultimately the proper translation comes down to context. “God”
often appears in the Greek New Testament without the article. It is often treated as a proper name. In Greek, proper
names sometimes have the article and sometimes they don’t. The New World Translation (the one used by Jehovah
Witnesses) translates “god” without the definite article as “God” in many places. Two close examples are their
translation of John 1:6 (man sent from God) and 1:13 (born of God). In both cases the definite article is missing before
“God” but they translate it as “God” and not “a god”. Given that the Word existed before creation and that the Word
was in fact the creator of all things, the context demands the translation “God”.

For Further Thought

A Pew Research Center survey in 2009 found that only 33% of scientists believe in God®. | feel safe in assuming that they
also do not believe that God created the world. There are constitutional battles about teaching creation in science
classes of public educational institutions®. | recently watched a documentary, “Jesus Camp”?, where the people
producing the documentary were horrified that parents were able to home school their children and teach them
creation while refuting evolution. Why is the truth about creation so important? What would be the implications for
Christians if God was not the creator?

Genesis 1:1 teaches us that God is the creator of the heavens and the earth. John 1:1 teaches us that Jesus is God. This is
another foundational truth that has been attacked from the time of Christ. Why is it important that Jesus is God and not
“a god” or just a good person?

John 1:13 says that a child of God is not a child by physical birth nor are they a child by a decision made by a man or a
woman. A child of God is “birthed” by God. The birth is a work of God and not man. It is a spiritual birth. It is a birth from
above. This is a truth that is difficult for many Christians to believe. Why do you think this truth is unpopular with many
Christians?

1 https://www.pewforum.org/2009/11/05/scientists-and-belief/

2  https://ncse.ngo/why-its-wrong-teach-creationism-public-schools The NCSE was involved in the Kitzmiller v. Dover (PA) court

case. As the article says, they don't believe that creation has any place in science classes of public schools.

3 Idon’t recommend watching this but it was interesting to see how the world views people who believe God’s Word.
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